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brass appears to be softer than most of the old, and it
certainly has a more gold-like colour.1

Having experimented in several arts, and satisfied
myself of the tmth of my system, I began to teach,
e% amateur, a few young girls, who, almost without
exception, learned so much in a lesson or two as to
be able to go on by themselves and turn out creditable
work.2 I had a fixed idea before me, and I pursued
it. I observed closely in myself as in my pupils
what the average child could probably do, I became
convinced that by an extraordinary law almost every
decorative art is easy. It is about the same thing to
an ordinary girl of ten or twelve whether she works
at mud-pies in the road or at modelling a vase in a
studio. One soon becomes as easy as the other. This
led to many conclusions One Vas that this principle
had been extensively carried om during the early ages
IE Greece, Rome, and the East, as it was in all Europe
during the Middle Ages. In such eras decorative art-
work had not only been abundant and cheap, but,

1  The result of the publication of this manual, and the teaching of
repousse* in the Industrial Art School and Ladies' Art Club of Phila-
delphia, was startling    Tens of thousands of workers, chiefly ladies,
took up the art all over America    It was mtioduced as a branch of
study mto many schools, and soon assumed the proportions of a gimtft
art industry    One of my pupils, a schoolboy of seventeen, saved forty-
three pounds during Ins summer vacation of two months by making
l6-inch plaques    It was said by experts or professional metal eh&stw
that simple coZeZ-hammermg had never been brought to such

as it was in my school in Philadelphia

2  A Miss L M of Weybridge, having had only a single
wood-carving, but who with great quickness grasped all the

of the art, took, during the year after, two prizes for bas-reh^fft
exhibitions    I must state in fairness that I never knew h*v iil
m cleverness so far as learning anything (&g.t languages and Utectttatyi*)
was concerned.